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‘And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth’ (John 1:14).
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HOLY HOSPITALITY
Birthing God,

tonight we wait

with breathless anticipation

the coming

of the Christ child.

Quiet our hearts and minds

that we may receive you

in holy hospitality.

Amen.

Child of the Light, Beth A. Richardson

Come thou long-expected Jesus.

Come – a command, a verb, a word of invitation, a welcoming.  This word of hospitality begins the Advent journey.  During Advent, we prepare to welcome a long-awaited, special guest into our lives and our hearts. How do we prepare ourselves for the arrival of God’s Child, the Christ? Just as we shop for gifts, clean our homes, rehearse for choir concerts, plan special worship services, prepare seasonal food for our annual celebrations, Advent invites us to prepare our hearts.  Advent calls us to sweep out the corners of our heart, to clear away the clutter in our minds and spirits, to make room for the coming of Jesus.
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This inner preparation presents us with one of the great challenges of this season.  I often wonder, How could I possibly fit one more thing into this crazy, hectic life of mine? How in the world am I supposed to make time for prayer, meditation, and spiritual preparation?
But we experience the great paradox of the spiritual life when we enter God’s time through prayer, meditation, and study because we are no longer in chronos (clock time) but in kairos (God time).  God time differs from clock time.  Entering God time is like taking a journey into a space-time continuum.  We’re somehow not subject to the same rules of clocks.  We gain a life focus; a peace; a loving, connected place that assists us when we re-enter clock time.  I’m not saying that it will add hours – or even minutes – to our day, but it does change time. Or at least it changes us.

(From Child of the Light, Beth A. Richardson, Upper Room Books 2005)
REFLECTION
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How is God calling you to participate in Advent hospitality? Such a call might feel a bit uncomfortable – out of your comfort zone. If you feel a bit uncomfortable, give yourself a nudge.  It may be God’s invitation to participate before Christmas.

God of the manger, a gift of hospitality gave you space to be born among animals in a stable.  Now you call us to extend a welcome to others.  Help us make space in our homes and hearts and at our tables for those who need our welcome and love.  In your name we pray.  Amen.
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MARY PRAISES GOD
Mary listened, trusted, believed, and waited. And finally, Mary praised God. Mary’s hymn of praise, the Magnificat, presents a mode for our time of rejoicing:

My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is [God’s] name.   (Luke 1:46-19)

Mary praises God, remembering God’s mighty acts. “God has lifted up the lowly; / [God] has filled the hungry with good things, / and sent the rich away empty”. (Luke 1:52-53)
Mary reminds us to praise God, to rejoice in the Lord. No matter what our circumstances, the Mighty One has done great things for us. We are blessed by the hand of the God who created us, the one who loves us no matter who we are or what we have done. Mary reminds us that God can take any of us, no matter how small or insignificant, and use us in God’s holy work.

We are reminded during this holiday season to give gifts with joy and thanksgiving, remembering that, in giving, we commemorate God’s great gift in the birth of God’s son. We are reminded that our lives, our love, our joy, and our blessings are gifts from the great God of love.

Blessed are we, for God has visited us in the form of a friend, a family member, a child, a stranger, and has proclaimed that we are chosen, loved children of God.

God, great giver of love, may I, with Mary, listen, believe, wait on you, and praise you.  For you are the source of all that is.  Amen.  (From Child of the Light, Beth A. Richardson, Upper Room Books 2005)
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“Do not be afraid,” the angel said,

Over and over again,

to Mary and Joseph, to Zechariah and Elizabeth, to the shepherds, to anyone who would listen.

“Do not be afraid”.

I take these words into my fearful heart

and let them wash over my anxious spirit.

“Do not be afraid.”

And I slowly, tentatively reach out my hand

to grasp on to God’s promise.

I am not afraid...anymore.

Thanks be to God.

Amen.

(Child of the Light, Beth A. Richardson)
St Joseph gazes in wonder at the Blessed Virgin Mary and at the glorious infant Jesus. God has now entrusted both of them to St Joseph’s care. ‘Joseph…the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins’ (Mt 1:20-21).
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GOD OF MANY NAMES
O come, O come, Emmanuel,...

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,...

O come, O come, great Lord of might,...

O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree,..

O come, thou Key of David,...

O come, thou Dayspring...

O come, Desire of nations,...

Many of us have grown up with a rather limited list of names for the Almighty – God, Lord, Father, King, Jesus, Spirit.  But scripture and tradition paint a much broader portrait than we can imagine.  Some people feel threatened by the thought of various names for the Divine.  However, increasing our God vocabulary can actually enhance our relationship with the One who created us.

We are invited to consider what names for God or Christ spring forth from our heart, from our spiritual centre.  What names do we carry within that strengthen our relationship with the Creator of the universe?

Make a list of the names for God or Christ that carry meaning for you.  Which names don’t make sense to you?  Are there names to which you cannot relate?  What new names might you add to your God vocabulary?  Consider:  What does God call me?  Carry these questions with you throughout your day.
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God of many names, you indeed are greater that I can ever imagine.  As you reveal to me your infinite nature, may I never be far from you.  Help me to listen to your voice guiding and loving me and to listen ever more closely for that name by which you call me.  Amen.  
(Child of the Light, Beth A. Richardson)
One of Jesus’ names is Prince of Peace.  Add a symbol of peace to your Christmas tree decorations.  For example, the dove is one of our most recognisable symbols of peace.  You might spend time together making origami paper doves and covering your Christmas tree with them or placing them amid your other decorations.
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

I want to walk as a child of the light.

I want to follow Jesus.

God set the stars to give light to the world.

The star of my life is Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God.

I want to look at Jesus.

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,

and show me the way to the Father.

Refrain

In him there is no darkness at all.

The night and the day are both alike.

The Lamb is the light of the city of God.

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Words and Music: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966

Start out by listening to, singing, or reading meditatively the first stanza of “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light.” Spend some moments in silence and let the words and the music enter your mind and heart. What word or phrase invites attention?

Read through or listen to the stanza again. This time, listen to what the hymn is saying to you today. Is there a message you are hearing for the first time? What is God saying through this tune or these words?
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Pray the song-prayer below. Sing or read the lines to the song, followed by the prayer. (If listening to a recording of the song, play the section indicated and then pause.) Spend a moment in silence, and then continue to the next phrase.

If you feel led, write a song-prayer and record it in your journal. Close this meditation time by singing or reading the hymn again.

I want to walk as a child of the light.

I want to follow Jesus.
God of light and life, I hunger for you. My whole self longs for you. I want to follow you, to do as you will, to be your hands and heart to the world around me.
(Silence)
God set the stars to give light to the world.

The star of my life is Jesus.

God, your stars shine brightly above me, like the Star of Bethlehem. May your brilliant star, Jesus, be my star too. May it guide me toward you in this Advent season.
(Silence)
In him there is no darkness at all.

The night and the day are both alike.
O loving God, you are my constant companion. In you there is no darkness, for “darkness is as light to you” (Ps.139:12). Walk with me through my times of darkness. Help me remember that you are present in both my joy and my despair.

(Silence)

The lamb is the light of the city of God.

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Brilliant God, you created Jesus to be your light to the world. May Christ’s light shine through the clutter of this season, touching all people, touching me. Let the light of Christ shine into the depths and corners of my heart. Amen. 

(Silence)

(Child of the Light, Beth A. Richardson)
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Short Prayers from Expecting the Unexpected 

by Blair Gilmer Meeks

PRAYER 1
We thank you, O God, that you make your home with us and make us your people. We thank you for your life-giving power to raise Jesus from the dead, for your compassion that wipes away all tears. Give us grace to welcome your holy Son, born to reign in us today. Amen.

PRAYER 2
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Saviour, like a shepherd lead us. Care for us tenderly and take us to the still waters of your presence. Free us from all fears; comfort and secure us with your strong arm. Keep us in communion with you and with all the saints, who sing your praises on the highway to your home. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

PRAYER 3
Holy God, you have called us to follow Jesus. Give us his compassion for those who need healing and those who want to be freed. Help us seek your justice for all so that we may live in your favour. Prepare us to find in the coming celebration of Christmas a new invitation to live in your reign now. In the name of your Son, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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and heaven and nature sing… 

Sometimes we scurry so for joy that we forget what it feels like. Sometimes we work so hard for peace that we neglect the peace that is sitting with us in our chair. Sometimes we hope so much for hope that we miss the hopeful signs that are right underfoot. Give us this day, a song, one we sing in harmony with heaven and nature. Let the song recollect joy, be peace itself, let the song hope a little ahead of our own hope. You grant us joy and peace and hope: these are not our own accomplishments. Let this day find us, with heaven and with nature, singing about you. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

O little town of Bethlehem....

We are amazed at Bethlehem. It is so small and so insignificant, so much like the places we live in or where we were born. It seems nearly impossible that you could use it for your grand historical purposes. But if you can, that means you can use us too. If Bethlehem is worthy, then so perhaps are we. Come now, into our quiet space and into our little town, and point us to your purpose. Thanks be to you, O God. Amen.
On Tiptoes in Expectation, Donna Schaper
What child is this?
What child is this who, laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,

While shepherds watch are keeping?
Refrain:

This, this is Christ the King,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sings;

Haste, haste to bring him laud,

The babe, the son of Mary.
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Words: William Chatterton Dix, 1865

(Luke 2:6-20; Matt. 2:1-12)

Music: 16th-century English melody

What Child is This?”was a poem written in 1865 by William Chatterton Dix. Born in Bristol, England in 1837, Dix was manager of an insurance company in Glasgow. Over the course of his life, he wrote over forty hymns, including As with Gladness, Men of Old
[image: image26.jpg]


Based on Luke 2:6-20 and Matthew 2:1-12, What Child is This? paints a picture of the birth of the Christ Child. Set to the sixteenth-century tune Greensleeves, its close harmonies and gently lilting character evoke a quiet awe as the singer recounts the miracle of the holy birth.
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Short Prayers from On Tiptoes In Expectation 

by Donna Schaper

What love requires of us is to follow your small, marginalized, insignificant way straight to the centres of life and power. Come, Lord Jesus and show us the way. 

Even sneakers aren’t easy to wear. But they are comfortable – perhaps too comfortable. Who are you with, O God? The comfortable, or the kids whose feet hurt because they stood all day for thirty cents an hour making the sneakers? Tell us, O God, show us the way to true comfort. Amen.

Like you, O God, I was a child. Like you, Jesus, I have a mother and father. Like you, I was born with less than I have now. Like you, I have felt very alone. During Advent, let me remember my times and yours. Amen.

Overcome in us the fear of exposure and let us willingly make the case for the handmaiden, with the handmaiden, that we may in our time know the exaltation of those of low estate, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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You know our comings out and our goings in. You know because it is in you that we live and move and have our very being.
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This day, we pray that saint may edge out sinner, that we may find ourselves stretched toward you and not pushed away. We pray that we may become all that you made us and that we may give honour to our creation. We pray that we not become “holier than thou” as much as holy. That we become not perfect but instead the best that we can be. Stay with us, O God. Don’t go far away. Keep your Holy Spirit nearby, as near as it was to the cradle of your Son, as close to our bed as breath. Amen.

On this holy night we remember all people who have died in this year. We remember those who have lost a loved one and who know an acute loneliness this night. And we remember all who have given birth this year. We remember all who have wandered to a far country and have not returned. In the Christmas story we find our story, both its nature and its grace. Let us see tonight. Let us see all the way to the end of the story, the end of time, the connections between life and death. Guide us to true wisdom, the wisdom of a baby in a manger. Amen.

Reveal yourself, O God, to each one of us here. Bring us to your glory and on to new days. In the name of Jesus, who never goes far, let us marvel like shepherds and rejoice like angels. Let us rest with Mary and Joseph, who still have a long way to go on their journey home. As we open our gifts, may we remember your gift, its holiness and its abundance. And may we fall asleep tonight in deep thanksgiving that a star has come our way. Amen.

Today, O God, open our eyes and ears. Revive the desert places in us that we may yet blossom. Don’t let the world be cold. Don’t let the world be dry. But bring your promises close to it. Freshen it. And let us stand on tiptoes of expectation, daily through Advent, convinced that we will find your footprints on our paths, and that one day soon we will see these gifts blossom as flowers in the desert. Amen.
[image: image30.png]


[image: image31.png]


[image: image32.jpg]



A BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
This blessing can be used at any time after the wreath is prepared but before the first candle is lighted.  A bowl of burning incense can be placed near or in the middle of the wreath.

Make a copy of this prayer for each member of the class.

[All make the sign of the cross.]

Leader

Our help is in the name of the Lord:

All
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Who made heaven and earth.

Leader

Come, Lord Jesus!

All

Come quickly!

Leader 

It is summertime.  Days are long and the nights are short.  We need the light of Christ.  We need Christ’s warmth, love and joy.  And so we gather around this wreath in hope.

The circle of this wreath will remind us of the coming of Christ, whose love for us has no end.

The light of these candles will remind us of the coming of Christ, who is the light of the world.

The green colour of these branches will remind us of the coming of Christ, who brings us eternal life.

My friends, let us bless the Lord.

[Stop.  Allow a minute or so of silence and then say:]

By day and by night, and through every season, you watch over us, Lord.

We praise you for this Advent wreath.  It is the evergreen crown of your royal people, and it shines with the promise of victory.

By the light of this wreath we shall wait in patience for your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

He will comfort our fears and bring hope to our waiting world.

All glory be yours, now and forever.  Amen.
[All make the sign of the cross.]
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(Daily Prayer, Under the Southern Cross, For Schools, Parish Groups and Families - p.334)
Advent Prayer while lighting Advent candle

O God,
as light comes from this candle,
may the blessing of Jesus Christ come to us,
warming our hearts and
brightening our way.
May Christ our Saviour bring life
into the darkness of this world,
and to us, as we wait for his coming.

Advent Wreath Ritual
(Brisbane Catholic Justice and Peace Commission 2005)
http://www.uq.net.au/cjpc/spirit.htm
The following are words and prayers which may be used for the lighting of candles in an Advent Wreath at the beginning of Eucharist on each of the Sundays of Advent.  Each begins with a short story about people who experience pain, disadvantage or injustice.  It is our Christian mission to shine the light of Christ into their lives.

First Sunday of Advent

A 32 year old Aboriginal woman living in Dalby died suddenly this year as a result of pneumonia.  She left three small children.  Her younger brother died some time earlier because of a heart complaint.  In the Twenty-First Century, Aboriginal families face the reality of poor health.  The sad and unacceptable fact is that Aboriginal people die twenty years earlier on average than other Australians.

 

We begin our Advent journey waiting in hope for the coming of Emmanuel.

 

The first candle on the Advent Wreath is lit.

 

Ever-Faithful God

Grant us the courage to be people of hope

who stand with those who suffer pain and injustice

May we never lose hope that Your Reign of Justice will come in all its fullness

for all who live with pain and anguish.

May we accept our mission to be Your light of hope in this world. Amen.
Second Sunday of Advent

Tens of thousands of Australians were placed in orphanages, homes and other forms of out of home care in the past century.  A Senate Inquiry into their treatment resulted in a report called The Forgotten Australians.  It reveals that many of them live with the scars of physical, emotional and sexual abuse, neglect and humiliation, inadequate food, education and health care and, above all, the lack of love and affection in institutions run by the State, Churches and welfare organisations.

As we travel down this Advent road, let us wait in peace for the coming of Emmanuel.

The second candle in the Advent Wreath is lit.

Ever-Faithful God

Grant us the courage to be people who cultivate peace

Peace in our hearts

Peace in our homes

Peace in our community

Peace in our country and our world

Peace for all those who long for an end to turmoil, violence and injustice in their lives.

A peace built on truth, justice, love and freedom.

May we accept our mission to bring the light of Your peace to all people on Earth.  Amen.

Third Sunday of Advent

Bangladesh is one of the world’s poorest countries and many of its women earn less than $2 a day as garment workers in factories producing clothing for people in wealthy nations.  High tariffs in some countries and various international trade decisions and regulations have resulted in a dramatic drop in overseas orders for garments from Bangladesh.  As many as 300,000 women have already lost their jobs as a result.  It is a painful reality that the trade rules made by wealthy countries often make it difficult for people in poor countries like Bangladesh to simply make a living let alone lift themselves out of poverty.

As we continue on our Advent journey, let us wait in joy for the coming of Emmanuel.

The third candle in the Advent Wreath is lit.

Ever-Faithful God

Grant us the courage to spread the joy of Your Good News

to those who live in the darkness of all forms of injustice, violence and oppression

May we open our eyes to their pain and what causes it

And take action to make a difference

May we accept our mission to carry Your joy-filled light into the world.  Amen.


Fourth Sunday of Advent

 

Teatu Tsuria lives in Tarawa in the Pacific Island nation of Kiribati.  In the past eleven years, the sea has moved two metres farther inland.  A violent storm in 1997 flooded not only his home, but the pits where he raises taro, a root crop that is a staple of the Pacific island diet. Now nothing will grow, and the water in his well has turned brackish, unfit for drinking or even bathing.  Teatu, like many other Pacific Islanders, is living with the real possibility of his home disappearing under the sea as a result of global warming.

As we near the end of our Advent journey, may we wait in love for the coming of Emmanuel.

The fourth candle in the Advent Wreath is lit.

Ever-Faithful God

Grant us the courage to spread the good news of Your love

May we reach out in love to those who are alone, neglected, ignored and despised

And to those who long for an end to hatred, fear and injustice.

So that they know that Your love embraces every member of the human family without condition.

May we accept our mission to be the light of Your love in our world.  Amen.

Blessing Prayer for the Advent Wreath

Lord, Source of All Energy and Light,

the ancients saw the sun

as a great fire wheel rolling across the sky.

May our Advent wreath, this small wheel of green,

be for us a symbol of the sun

and of the Son of God.

May its ever-greenness

be a sign of life and of light

in the midst of the dryness of summer.

May the candles that burn brightly upon it

remind us of Your Son, Jesus,

who was the light of the world.

Grant, Lord, that this our Advent wreath

may be for us and for all who visit us
a sign of faith in a world grown cold with disbelief,

a symbol of hope in a time of gloom and despair

and a flaming image of love

in a time of mistrust and hate.

May all who look upon this symbol of Advent

be encouraged to prepare their hearts

for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

May this green wreath with its bright candles 

help us to prepare for the real Christmas

which happens within our hearts.

May, then, Your blessing – Father of Light,

Son of Glory and Spirit of Love – 

be upon this Advent wreath and upon us.

Amen.

(Prayers for the Domestic Church – A handbook for worship in the home, by Edward Hays - p.100)

The Advent Wreath

The advent wreath is an important visual aid, going back centuries in Christian Liturgy.  Each part has significance: The circle has no beginning and no end, and so is the symbol of God’s eternal love.  The evergreen is a sign of our hope, the purple is a sign of penance and preparation.  

The first candle represents the Old Testament prophets who foretold Christ’s coming.  

The second candle represents John the Baptist, who pointed to Jesus as the ‘Lamb of God.’  

The third is for Mary who prepared herself and presented Jesus to the world.  

The fourth candle represents us, who are now called to prepare ourselves to be prophets and witnesses.

Make the Advent Wreath Ritual Part of the Season

Perhaps the most common Advent ritual in our homes is the lighting of the Advent wreath.  The wreath itself is made of evergreens, symbolising life and hope.  The wreath’s circular shape, without beginning or end, symbolises God’s unending love, which embraces us.  Four candles, representing the light of Christ coming into the world, are placed around the wreath.  Three purple candles symbolise our longing.  One rose candle, which is lit the third week of Advent, symbolises the joy that Christ’s coming is near.

Each day of Advent, typically before dinner, the candles are lit (one the first week, two the second, three the third, and four the last week).  In the simplest form of this ritual the family prays “Come, Lord Jesus” when the candles are lit.  A brief Bible reading, a response, other prayers, or a hymn, may be added as your family wishes.  Your parish may also have an advent wreath leaflet that contains prayers and instructions that you might use.

ADVENT AND THE CUSTOM 
OF THE JESSE TREE

One of the more popular Advent customs is that of the Jesse Tree.

Jesus came from the family of King David, whose father was Jesse; and the symbols that are placed on the Jesse Tree represent those who waited for Jesus and helped to prepare the way for him.  They also help us to prepare for his coming at Christmas.

A different theme is taken for each week of Advent.

First Week of Advent

The symbols which are hung on the tree during the First Week of Advent represent the three people who waited so patiently for the coming of Jesus – Noah (the ark), Abraham (a tent), and Isaiah (a scroll).

Second Week of Advent
The symbols that are placed on the tree during the Second Week of Advent are for three people who trusted implicitly in God despite many hardships – Ruth (a bundle of wheat), Jeremiah (a clay pot) and Moses (the tablets of the law).

Third Week of Advent
The symbols that are hung on the tree during the Third Week of Advent represent three people who helped to save others – Joseph (a coat of many colours), Deborah (scales of justice) and Jonah (a big fish).

Fourth Week of Advent
The symbols for the Fourth Week of Advent relate to the royal line of David from which Jesus was descended – David (a key and a crown), John (a figure dressed in skins) and Mary (the mother of Jesus).

The tree is then made complete with a symbol Jesus at the top.

“A shoot will spring from the stock of Jesse, a new shoot will grow from his roots.”

(Isaiah 11:1)
The Story of the Jesse Tree

The Jesse Tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: "A shoot will spring forth from the stump of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots."  It is a vehicle to tell the Story of God in the Old Testament, and to connect the Advent Season with the faithfulness of God across 4,000 years of history. The Branch is a biblical sign of newness out of discouragement, which became a way to talk about the expected messiah (e.g., Jer 23:5). It is therefore an appropriate symbol of Jesus the Christ, who is the revelation of the grace and faithfulness of God.

Making a Jesse Tree

A Jesse tree can be either a banner or a poster on a wall, with the symbols fastened to it; or a tree, with the symbols hung from the branches.

A banner can be as plain or as elaborate as one’s imagination. Usually, a banner and symbols for a sanctuary are made of heavy felt or cotton, or other appropriate fabric, the design is embroidered or appliquéd, and the symbols attached with pins or Velcro. One for the home or a school class can be made from poster board, the design done with markers, and the symbols colored, made from construction paper, or cut from old Christmas cards or magazines.

The background is usually Purple or Blue (the colors of Advent), with a large cut stump and a single green branch growing from one side. The symbols are attached around the branch, usually with a star as the last symbol at the top.

If a tree (real or artificial, as long as it’s green) is used, it should be a relatively small one if only one ornament a day is to be added. A large tree can be used if all of the children make ornaments, or if the ornaments are a communal project. The ornaments can be widely varied, from simple hand colored paper from the children, to more elaborate craft items. Different styles can be used each year. The primary colors of the ornaments could also be the liturgical colors of Christmas, white and gold.

-Dennis Bratcher, Copyright © [image: image1.png]


, Dennis Bratcher, All Rights Reserved

http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html 


6 December The Feast of Saint Nicholas
The true story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, who was born during the third century in the village of Patara. At the time the area was Greek and is now on the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the money to the poor," Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life to serving God and was made of while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his generosity to those in need, his love for children, and his concern for sailors and ships.

Saint Nicholas,

Patron Saint of shoppers and gift-seekers.

Pray for us.
It is fitting that the feast of St Nicholas comes at the beginning of Advent and the beginning of the shopper’s season. As the patron saint of shoppers he proclaims, ‘Keep it simple!’ Keep it simple enough to fit in a shoe or a stocking.

One gift that could fit in a…shoe, or in a stocking hanging on the fireplace, is a note that speaks of one of our most precious gifts, the gift of time. Such a St. Nicholas note might read: ‘The gift I give to you is half an hour of quality conversation each night right after the dishes are done.’ Or, ‘The gift I give to you is one Saturday a month to be with you and do whatever you want to do.’ 

We can appreciate the value of such a gift if we keep in mind that according to a recent survey, the average married couple in America has only 30 minutes a week of communication outside of exchanges that take place at the dinner table, and between parent and child is only 14 minutes. As you can see, the possibilities are almost unlimited for these St Nicholas shoe gifts.

Come, St Nicholas, patron of shoppers and gift-seekers, and make Christmas this year fun, creative and love-filled.

From, A St. Nicholas’ Note . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edward Hays, A Pilgrim’s Almanac (adapted)

Revive a Lost Family Custom

When Janaan was a child, the feast of St Nicholas (December 6) was one of the most memorable events in her family.  Her family celebrated it with an early dinner.  Then with almost scary and delicious time of expectancy, everyone awaited a knock on one of the windows.

When the knocking became persistent, her mother courageously opened the window.  After a slight pause, her father in the hidden guise of St Nick, threw bags of oranges, apples, candy and nuts through the window, spilling wondrously on the floor near Janaan, her mum, and her brothers and sisters.  The gifts were picked up and put into a large bowl, and everyone gathered around the bowl to laugh at how scared they were, to eat, to talk, and to celebrate.  It was wonderful!

Families have, in their histories, special celebrations and special foods that have added to the grace and wonder of this liturgical season.  You might share the memory of these special events your students.
A Prayer of Thanks for St Nicolas

Eternal God,
In your great love you gave your servant Nicholas
A perpetual name for deeds of kindness
on land and sea.

Grant that your church may never cease to work for the happiness of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor and the help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
Origins and Religious Meaning

Caveat: There is a controversy disputing the authenticity of this interpretation, just to inform you.

Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 1829 were prohibited by law to practice their faith either in public or private.  It was illegal to be Catholic until Parliament finally emancipated Catholics in England in 1829.  The Twelve Days of Christmas was written in England as one of the catechism songs to help young Catholics learn the basics of their faith.  In short, it was a coded-message, a memory aid.  Since the song sounded like rhyming nonsense, young Catholics could sing the song without fear of imprisonment.  The authorities would not know that it was a religious song.

INTRODUCTION TO THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

The 12 Days of Christmas is in a sense an allegory.  Each of the items in the song represents something significant to the teachings of the Catholic faith.  The hidden meaning of each gift was designed to help Catholic children learn their faith.  The better acquainted one is with the Bible, the more these interpretations have significance.


The song goes: "On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me…"

The true love mentioned in the song doesn’t refer to an earthly suitor, but it refers to God Himself.  The me who receives the presents refers to every baptized person, i.e. the Church.

1st Day: The partridge in a pear tree is Christ Jesus upon the Cross. 

In the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother partridge because she would feign injury to decoy a predator away from her nestlings.  She was even willing to die for them.  The tree is the symbol of the fall of the human race through the sin of Adam and Eve.  It is also the symbol of its redemption by Jesus Christ on the tree of the Cross.

2nd Day: The two turtle doves refers to the Old and New Testaments.

3rd Day: The three French hens stand for faith, hope and love—the three gifts of the Spirit that abide (1 Corinthians 13).

4th Day: The four calling birds refers to the four evangelists who wrote the Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John—which sing the song of salvation through Jesus Christ.

5th Day: The five golden rings represents the first five books of the Bible, also called the Jewish Torah: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

6th Day: The six geese a-laying is the six days of creation.

7th Day: The seven swans a-swimming refers to the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord.

8th Day: The eight maids a-milking reminded children of the eight beatitudes listed in the Sermon on the Mount.

9th Day: The nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.

10th Day: The ten lords a-leaping represents the Ten Commandments


11th Day: The eleven pipers piping refers to the eleven faithful apostles.

12th Day: The twelve drummers drumming were the twelve points of belief expressed in the Apostles’ Creed: belief in God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, that Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary, made man, crucified, died and arose on the third day, that he sits at the right hand of the father and will come again, the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting.


So the next time you hear the Twelve Days of Christmas consider how this otherwise non-religious sounding song had its origins in keeping alive the teaching of the Catholic faith. 

Adapted from email messages, from "How To Decode the Twelve Days of Christmas," by Hugh D. McKellar, U.S. Catholic, 12/1979,and from 12 Days of Christmas is no nonsense, but a serious riddle by David Crowder, El Paso Times, 19/12/1993.

Also, Origin of The Twelve Days of Christmas -An Underground Catechism by Fr. Hal Stockert 17/12/95 

http://www.cin.org/twelvday.html

Christmas Eucharist

Marcellin Staff Community

2006

Dancing God

Dancing God

passionate leap

of creative energy

skipping among the stars

waltzing on the rivers

birthing a universe

Dancing God

tumbling from somewhere

into Jewish territory

whirling Spirit

seeding Mary’s womb

with alluring divinity

Dancing God

uncontainable grandeur

kicking and rolling

in Mary’s flesh

while untamed cousin

echoes the dance

in aunt Elizabeth

Dancing God

spark of angel’s song

shepherds hurrying like whirling dervishes

gasping in awe

at a surprising child

Dancing God

still passionate today

dynamic movement of love

wooing our hearts

toward oneness and peace

in a tear-stained world

Dance on, Passionate God

we are your dance now

teach us the tune

show us the steps

it is Christmas

it is time to dance

Joyce Rupp


Gathering Hymn

O Come All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of angels.

O come let us adore Him,

O come let us adore Him,

O come let us adore Him,

Christ, the Lord.

Sing choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation;

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God,

All glory in the highest.

O come let us adore Him,

O come let us adore Him,

O come let us adore Him,

Christ, the Lord. 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

Born this happy morning,

Jesus to thee be glory given.

Word of the Father,

Now in flesh appearing.

O come let us adore Him,

O come let us adore Him,

O come let us adore Him,

Christ, the Lord.

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Father:  In this the third week of Advent our preparations for the coming of Jesus are almost complete.  We light a candle each week to remind us that Jesus brings light into the dark places of the world.


We light the first candle, candle of hope to proclaim that God's light is coming into the world.


We light the second candle, candle of peace to proclaim that God's promises will be fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ - Prince of Peace.


We light the third candle, candle of joy to remind us of the song of joy that Mary sang when she heard the news that she was to bear the Saviour of the world.

We light the fourth candle, candle of love to remind us that God loves the world so much, that Jesus was sent to be its Saviour.

Penitential Rite

Father:  Before we celebrate this Christ-Mass, let us call to mind the times we have neglected the truths of our Messiah, Jesus, through the injury we have caused others and ourselves.

Father:  For our failure in not mirroring Christ’s love for us: for the times when we have hurt each other by criticizing our colleagues, gossiping about each other, excluding others from the banter, Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Father:  For our failure to love Christ as the One who has given everything for us: for the times when we have been impatient and thoughtless, or quicker with cynicism than care, Christ have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Father:  For our failure to believe deeply in Christ’s truths and teachings: for the times when we haven’t found a healthy balance between our work and our family, our community and our spiritual life, when we have rejected those who needed our time and our care, Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Opening Prayer

All:   God who shines in and around us this day, we thank you for all that has been this year.  We gather in friendship and thanksgiving to pray together and praise you.  We ask you to help us look forward in hope and joy to the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   Amen.

First Reading

A reading from Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7

The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light.  They lived in the land of the shadows, but now the light is shining on them. You have given them great joy, Lord; you have made them happy.  They rejoice in what you have done, as people rejoice when they harvest grain or when they divide captured wealth.  For you have broken the yoke that burdened them and the rod that beat their shoulders.

A child is born to us!  A son is given to us!  And he will be our ruler.  He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  His royal power will continue to grow; his kingdom will always be at peace. 

The Word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

Sing for joy to the Lord for he has done wonderful things.

Sing for joy to the Lord, all the earth;

praise him with songs and shouts of joy!

Sing praises to the Lord!

Play music on the harps!

Blow trumpets and horns,

and shout for joy to the Lord, our king.

Sing for joy to the Lord for he has done wonderful things.

Roar, sea, and every creature in you;

sing earth, and all who live on you!

Clap your hands, you rivers;

you hills, sing together with joy before the Lord,

because he comes to rule the earth.

He will rule the peoples of the world with justice and fairness.

Sing for joy to the Lord for he has done wonderful things.

Gospel


A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (2: 9-11)
All:
Glory to you, Lord.

And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the east.  When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs!  It went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  They went into the house, and when they saw the child with his mother, Mary, they knelt down and worshipped him.  They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, and presented them to him.

The Gospel of the Lord.

All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily

Prayers of the College Community

All staff members are invited to come forward, light their candle and place it in the sacred space.  At this time you may like to offer a silent or spoken prayer, hope or wish for yourself, your friends and loved ones or for others in our local or global community in this Christmas season.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Communion

Communion Hymn:

Silent Night

Silent Night!  Holy Night!

All is calm, all is bright

Round yon Virgin Mother and child 
Holy infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace

Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent Night!  Holy Night!

Shepherds quake at the sight!

Glories stream from heaven afar

Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia

Christ the Saviour is born!

Christ the Saviour is born!

Silent Night!  Holy Night!

Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from thy holy face

With the dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus, Lord at thy birth

Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Reflection


Moments

Song by Mary Black, images courtesy of staff.

Final Blessing

May there be harmony in all your relationships.  May sharp words, envious thoughts, and hostile feelings be dissolved.

May you give and receive love generously.  May this love echo in your heart like the joy of church bells on a bright December day.

May each person who comes into your life be greeted as another Christ.  May the honour given the Babe of Bethlehem be that which you extend to every guest who enters your presence.

May the hope of this sacred season settle in your soul.  May it be a foundation of courage for you when times of distress occupy your inner land.

May the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children be awakened within you.  May it lead you to renewed awareness and appreciation of whatever you too easily take for granted.

May the bonds of love for one another be strengthened as you gather with family and friends around the table of festivity and nourishment.

May you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful for the hidden treasures it contains.

May the coming year be one of good health for you.  May you have energy and vitality.  May you care well for your body, mind and spirit.

May you keep your eye on the Star within you and trust this Luminescent Presence to guide and direct you each day.

May you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and visit the One who offers you peace.  May you bring this peace to our world.
Joyce Rupp
Final Prayer

Father:
Now let your servants depart in peace, for you have shown us your salvation, promised of old.

All:  
Send us into the world to be a light to the nations.  Make us shine with your glory.  Lead us in your ways.

Father:
In the name of God, the Creator; in the name of God, the Saviour;  in the name of God, the Sustainer;  in the name of the God who comes.

All:
Amen.

Recessional :

Mary’s Boy Child

Mary’s boy child Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day.


Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible say,
Mary's boy child Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day.

Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today,
And we will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day.

Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say

That we will live forever more, because of Christmas Day.
 
Now Joseph and his wife Mary, come to Bethlehem that night

They find no place to born the child, not a single room was in sight.

By and by they find a little nook in a stable all forlorn

And in a manger cold and damp, Mary’s little boy was born

Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today,
And we will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day.

Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say

That we will live forever more, because of Christmas Day.


While shepherds watch their flocks by night,

They see a bright new shining star,
They hear a choir sing a song, 

The music seemed to come from afar.

Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today,
And we will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day.

Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say

That we will live forever more, because of Christmas Day.
Sign of Peace

 Christmas child,

curl your fingers round ours in blessing.

Your clasp

secures us;

your trust 

challenges us;

and your presence 

unites us,

this holy season

and for all time.

Amen.

Elizabeth Baxter

THE INCARNATION

Christmas Script 

(From Cloth For The Cradle, Wild Goose Worship Group)

This script may be used in complete absence of movement, simply by positioning the three voices in different parts of the hall or church and having the dialogue appropriately interspersed with simple lines of music.  This would allow for evocative slides to be shown to accompany the words.

More commonly, the script has involved groups of people miming actions in keeping with the words of the two Narrators while the person representing God sits aloof on a ladder and eventually comes down to the world in the closing sentences.

In either case, the sketch is best followed immediately by a song, preferably beginning before the actors or readers leave the stage.  BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN from the HEAVEN SHALL NOT WAIT collection is most suitable.

Personnel:

Narrator A

Narrator B

Narrator C

God

Prophets (who may also mime actions as appropriate)

Narrator A:
God looked around and saw the world which he had made a long time ago.

And what he saw upset him.

In one place preachers were talking about peace,

Priests were talking about peace,

Prophets were talking about peace.

So much talking, but there was no peace.

There was only talking to hide the noise of war.

God sighed a heavy sigh. 

(God sighs)

Narrator B:
In another place people were building,

Building banks and storehouses, 

Building monuments to their own greed,

Building meat mountains and butter mountains.

So much building,

While the poor became poorer

And the scales of justice were biased to the rich.

God sighed a heavy sigh.

(God sighs)


Narrator A:
In another place people were doing their own thing,

Doing their own thing about loving,

Doing their won thing about trusting,

Doing their own thing about healing.

So much doing their own thing,

But the truth was that nothing was being done

For they were all divided, suspicious and lonely.

God sighed a heavy sigh

(God sighs)

Narrator B:
In another place people were worshipping,

Worshipping what their hands had made,

Worshipping what their money had bought,

Worshipping what their fantasies had imagined.

So much worshipping, but no faith and no hope and no God.

God sighed a heavy sigh,

(God sighs)

Then he stopped sighing and got angry, and said…

God:

I’m fed up.

There’s only one answer to this mess – 

I’m going to destroy the world!

Narrator:
Then God thought for a minute and he began to cry.

And through the tears he said…

God:

How can I kill those who were born out of my love?

I am God, not a man.

I will not destroy.

I will save the world.

I will let the world know that I love it.

Narrator A:
So God got to thinking:

God:

How can I tell my people that I love them?

Narrator A:
God’s first thought was telepathy.

God:

I’ll just think about it.

I’ll sit down and think about it

and if they read my thoughts,

they’ll know how I feel.


Narrator A:
So God sat down and thought and thought,

But people had other things on their minds.

God:

So much for telepathy…

Narrator A:
said God.

Narrator B:
God’s second thought was sign language.

God:

I’ll make some signs to show them that I love them,

then they’ll understand

and things will turn out for the better.

Narrator B:
So God made some signs…

Like… a rainbow.

God:

(Sings) ‘Somewhere over the rainbow…’

Narrator B:
But nobody understood.

Then he made another sign

by opening the Red Sea

to let his people escape from slavery.

God:

(Sings) ‘If you go down to the sea today,

You’re sure of a big surprise…’

Narrator B:
And the people were impressed,

But nobody understood.

Then he made another sign:

he gave them food in the desert.

God:

(Sings) ‘Food glorious food,

Cold manna for breakfast…’

Narrator B:
And everybody ate,

But nobody really understood.

Nobody understood any of God’s signs.

God:

So much for sign language…

Narrator B:
said God.

Narrator A:
God’s third thought was emails.

For these he needed messengers

whom he called prophets.

And they each received emails,

Some with few words, some with many words.

They were to forward these to the people.

Prophets:
Words, words, words, words, words.

Narrator A:
But, for all the words,

nobody understood;

or if they did,

they didn’t let on.

God:

So much for emails…

Narrator A:
said God.

Then God thought about using his mobile

but when he discovered the cost 

for international roaming,

he decided not to bother.

God sighed a heavy sigh.

(God sighs)

Narrator B:
Then God had a brainwave.

God:

I’ll send…

I’ll send…

I’ll go there myself…but how?

Narrator A:
God called a meeting of his three selves…

the Creator, the Word and the Spirit.

God:

I move the Word goes,

Narrator B:
said the Creator.

God:

(Using a different accent)  I second that.

Narrator B:
said the Spirit.

God 

(Using a different accent)  Wait a minute!

Narrator B:
said the Word.

Narrator A:
But there was no minute,

for there was no time.

So the Word became flesh:

tiny and frail flesh,

nappy wet and girning flesh,

bone of our bone, 

flesh of our flesh,

the son of Joseph and Mary.

LITANY OF THE INCARNATION
Christmas Litany

This litany may be read after the reading of the Christmas Gospel.  It should be read positively and may lead to a song celebrating the Incarnation of Jesus.
Leader:
When the time was right, God sent the Son;

Women:
sent him and suckled him, 

Men:

reared him and risked him,

Women:
filled him with laughter and tears and compassion,

Men:

filled him with anger and love and devotion.

Leader:
Unwelcomed child, refugee and runaway,

ALL:

CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON.

Leader:
Feeder and teacher, healer and antagonist,

ALL:

CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON.

Leader:
Lover of the unlovable,

Toucher of the untouchable

Forgiver of the unforgivable,

ALL:

CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON.

Leader:
Loved by women, feared by men,

Befriended by the weak, despised by the strong, 

Deserted by his listeners, betrayed by his friends,

Bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh,

Writing heaven’s pardon over earth’s mistakes,

ALL:

CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON.
Leader:
The Word became flesh:

ALL:

HE CAME AMONG US,

HE WAS ONE OF US.



CHRISTMAS LITURGY
“Emmanuel – God’s gift for the past, present and future”
(from Marcellin College Randwick, 2006)
This liturgical space was created using 20 hampers that the students had contributed to, 3 enormous boxes wrapped as gifts, a huge central Advent Wreath inside of which was a manger, straw and 2 chairs, the smaller Advent Wreath that was used in the College prayer room throughout Advent.  

One teacher and two students lead the liturgy.  One other read the Gospel and four others read the intercessions   Jesus was the newborn of a male staff member, who became Joseph in the liturgy and whose wife became Mary after the storybook, The Nativity (by Leena Lane and illustrated by Anne Wilson), was read to the family’s toddler and the students.  The powerpoint presentation to accompany the liturgy is available from the Marist Ministries Office.

Welcome:

We gather now quietly at the end of our year together.  We’ve spent our final days at school busy in community, checking our exams, preparing Christmas hampers, having fun at picnic days, enjoying the movies and spending time in each others’ company. Soon we will break from the demands of school life here at Marcellin to be with family, friends from other places and possibly the enjoyment of beautiful holiday places outside the local community.
We pause now before we leave to be together in God’s company.  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  And so, as we light the first 2 candles for the first 2 weeks of Advent, we remember….

(Candles are lit on the Advent wreath and around the manger wreath.)

Student 1:

The Christmas story is about someone who lived 2000 years ago in a tiny town in a remote area of a small country in the Middle East.  His birth was so significant that it changed the course of the world’s history.

Student 2:

The birth of this baby was indeed a special gift and not just to his parents, family and friends.  Other people living in the past welcomed his arrival – shepherds with their presence there and Kings from the East with their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

Teacher:

That baby born so long ago continues to be a special gift for us today here in the present, and we are hopeful that those who will hear the story again and again in the future – your grandchildren, my great grandchildren, the children of the world’s tomorrows will recognise Emmanuel as God with them.

Student 1:

The ancient words of Scripture make us remember the importance of God’s gift to us of his only son, Jesus, Emmanuel, God is with us.

(The bible is brought from the manger to the lectern.  Mary and the baby follow the Word to the manger where the baby is placed.  Music is Handel’s Messiah- For Us A Child is Born- A King’s College Christmas, Track 3)

Student 3:

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (1:18-25)

All:

Glory to you, Lord.

Student 3:
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband, Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call him Emmanuel,” which means “God is with us.”  When Joseph awoke from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, he took her as his wife and when she had borne a son, Joseph named him Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.

All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

(The Bible is placed back near the manger)

Student 2:

Our world today and our culture here are so different to the world into which Jesus was born.  Some things about it, though, were just the same.  It was a world troubled by violence, oppressive governments, greed, poverty, incurable illness and religious fundamentalism.  So it’s easy to see why the hope offered by the arrival of this tiny baby called Jesus still calls to us from the same dark spaces.  Today we just tell the story a little differently.

A teacher takes his child to the chair and reads the story.  When the story is finished a student takes the child, the teacher moves to the manger wreath to his wife and baby son.  Wife pretends to sleep while teacher watches over the baby.)

Teacher:

The birth of any baby is an amazing experience for parents.  Imagine Mary and Joseph’s amazement and concerns at Jesus’ birth as they reflected on the very circumstances surrounding God’s gift, not just to them but to the whole human race, past, present and future!

(Teacher actively watches over the baby as Joseph’s Lullaby is played – Michael Crawford - On Eagle’s Wings, Track 5)

Student 1:

Our Christmas future relies on us being connected in our present to our past.  If Christmas is only about putting up the fairy lights and buying gifts for those who’ll give us some in return, then God’s message given to us in Jesus’ birth isn’t getting through.  God is NOT with us.

Student 2:

So we pray, Lord, for your help to be like the shepherds and the three kings – bearers of good news and gifts to a world troubled by violence, greed, poverty, prejudice, illness and despair.

A Prayer for Peace  (Student)
Lord Jesus, when you were born the angels sang about peace on earth and goodwill to all people.  We pray very seriously today for all those who will open their eyes on Christmas morning to the hardships of a life lived in war and fear.  Keep those in Palestine, Israel, Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, Iraq and all war-torn countries safe and hopeful of your peace.  Lord, hear us.

A Prayer for Freedom  (Student)
Lord Jesus, you knew what it was like to be a refugee when Mary and Joseph had to flee from Herod so you weren’t killed as a baby.  We offer our prayers for all those who will spend the time we celebrate as Christmas in refugee camps, in prisons, in detention centres, behind the razor wire.  We especially pray for those people here in Australia who will spend their Christmas in detention.  Help us not to take for granted the freedom you bless us with.  Make us generous, tolerant and ready to work for the freedom of all people.  Lord, hear us.

A Prayer for Families  (Student)
God didn’t send you to us, Jesus, as a grown-up.  You became God with us in a family who cared for you, worried about you, loved you, taught you your trade and sometimes struggled with the things you said or did.  Help us not to take for granted the special place we have in our families.  Especially at Christmas, life for families can be difficult and complex.  We ask your blessings on the families who will receive our hamper gifts and for our own families.  Lord, hear us.

A Prayer for our Country  (Student)
In our College community, Lord Jesus, we have tried to create a place of welcome where you are at the heart of all we do.  We have tried to be people who have been compassionate, tolerant and at the service of others.  We have worked hard and with commitment to use our talents.  Help us now to have the courage to take you into our communities outside this College.  You have blessed us with a unique and wonderful country.  Help us to shape its future with the generosity, gratitude and respect for all that we have learned in this place.  Lord, hear us.
Teacher:

You, our students of MCR, have been the bearers of practical gifts for 20 families this Christmas.  Jesus tells us in the gospel of Matthew that when you do things for others, you are in fact doing those things for him.  Think now about the other boys in your class or year group and your teachers, and how they have done things for you that have shown you in simple, practical ways that God is with us.  Think about the support you have received from your teachers and your friends, the respect they have shown you.  Think of one thing that you can say thank you for.

We say this blessing as we finish:

All:
Your blessing be upon those who have shared with me the gift of friendship.

Your blessing be upon those who were once dear but with whom I have lost touch.


Your blessing be upon those whom I find difficult, and on those who find me difficult.

Your blessing on our friends, Lord.

Teacher:

As we end our liturgy I extend to you all my very best wishes for a happy, safe and relaxing holiday and wish you and all your families the peace, joy, hope and love that we’ve been waiting for during Advent.  May the many blessings of the Christ child among us be in your celebrations on December 25.  Now in the spirit of friendship we offer each other a sign of the Christ child’s peace.

(Little Drummer Boy CD – Wonderful – Track 3)

Teacher thanks the boys for their participation and those who helped with the liturgy.  Br Bill takes over the gathering.


ADVENT ONLINE RESOURCES
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=371  Saint Nicholas, patron saint of bakers and pawnbrokers.  Feast day 6 December

http://www.stnicholascenter.org/Brix?pageID=23 
This is an excellent site for all kinds of information, animations, images, even a filmclip about St Nicholas.  It includes information about the celebration of St Nicholas Day in different countries around the world (Australia is obviously not included).  It has a wealth of prayers, craft activities, skits and information that would be very accessible to primary and early high school students.  Teacher resource sections are also good.  Graphics on the site might also help spruce up some of your December publications.  Great for providing an alternative to the consumer Santa that overshadows Advent.


http://www.catholicmom.com/advent.htm 

Although obviously American and despite its focus being for Catholic mothers, this site has lots of links to reflection material for Advent and links to material suitable for using in the classroom with younger children.  The site also has suggestions that could be used for the basis of newsletters like Hosting a Holy Family Party, Eight Steps to an Easy Holiday, Tips for Keeping the Joy in and the Debt out of Christmas.  


http://www.catholic.org/clife/advent/index.php 

Probably located at the conservative end of the Catholic spectrum, this site has masses of useful information about Advent and Christmas.  You can even send a Christmas email to the Pope!  By quickly browsing the site you can find articles, reflections, prayers, song suggestions and words and much more for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.

http://www.silk.net/RelEd/seasons.htm 

This site has links to thousands of websites offering Advent and Christmas resources including online resources, clipart, images, calendars, prayers, wreath resources, etc, etc.  US Catholic site.

http://www.dreamstime.com 
This is the site where you can purchase images for the 12 days of Christmas.
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=545 

Information on the Jesse Tree, scripture to use and symbols to create to tell the story.

http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html  extensive information on the scripture and history of the Jesse Tree

The following 4 links are fairly edgy.  Don’t show to classes without viewing first to assess the suitability for your group. They are between 9 and 11 minutes long and depict post-school young people speaking about the advent themes of joy, hope, love and peace.  The videos do not in themselves pick up any Advent language but could be used with older students as stimulus material for some challenging reflection and discussion around how young adults see their relationships in the framework of the four themes.  

http://video.google.com.au/videosearch?q=advent+love&hl=en&emb=0&aq=f# 

http://video.google.com.au/videosearch?q=advent+love&hl=en&emb=0&aq=f#q=advent%20hope&hl=en&emb=0 

http://video.google.com.au/videosearch?q=advent+love&hl=en&emb=0&aq=f#q=advent%20joy&hl=en&emb=0 


http://video.google.com.au/videosearch?q=advent+love&hl=en&emb=0&aq=f#q=advent%20peace&hl=en&emb=0 

ADVENT PRINT RESOURCES
For people looking for longer prayers which provide a rhythm to the Advent season, the following publications are excellent.  They can be purchased from Pauline Books and Media, 150 Castlereagh Street, Sydney.  Phone 9264 8630
Thom M Shuman, The Jesse Tree, Daily Readings for Advent, Wild Goose Publications, Glasgow.  2005.  In stock.
Ruth Burgess, Hear My Cry, A Daily Prayer Book for Advent, Wild Goose Publications, Glasgow.  2005.  Available as Order On Request .
Another outstanding resource from the same publisher is Cloth For The Cradle – Worship resources and readings for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, from the Wild Goose Worship Group, reprinted in 2000.  It contains readings, meditations, prayers, scripts, symbolic actions and litanies suitable for use with students and staff.  Available as Order On Request.


Why the Twenty-Fifth of December?

Robert Louis Stevenson, with the aid of a quasi-legal document, presented his own birthday to a little girl who complained to him that she was disadvantaged because her birthday was on Christmas Day.  In much the same way, but without really knowing why, the Christian Church came to celebrate Christ’s birthday on 25 December. 
There is absolutely no evidence that the birth took place in December at all. No historical record exists to show just when Quirinius held the census that brought the Holy Family  to Bethlehem; and the weather conditions in December, as any pastoralist will agree, would not have been conducive to shepherds watching flocks on hills in the winter’s snow.
This lack of certainty regarding the date of Jesus’ birth was originally not important. There appears to have been little or no interest in the birthday until the time of Hippolytus, Bishop of Rome, in the first half of the 3rd century. He chose 2 January as the date, and the whole process of arriving at 25 December stems from that time. In those days 6 January was loosely recognised as Christ’s spiritual birthday, but others in the early Church preferred other dates. To name a few: 20 May; 18 or 19 April; and 25 or 28 March.
Scholars offer two basic reasons for the acceptance of 25 December. The first is based on the old document referred to as the Plan of the Ages. By some unbelievable and almost fantastic calculations, the ‘Beginning of the World’ was dated at 25 March. Therefore, said the prophets, Christ, the Pascal Lamb, or the New Creation, as he is also called, must have been conceived on 25 March. Therefore, his birth took place on 25 December, nine months later.
The second reason is based on absolutely unsubstantiated evidence from John’s Gospel, by which some early Church Fathers reasoned that John the Baptist was conceived in March; therefore Christ’s conception took place in March. Thus again, 25 December.
While not nominating any particular month for the birth of John the Baptist or Jesus, the New Testament is specific in recording the states of pregnancy and conception of both Elizabeth and Mary.
At the time of the Annunciation, Luke (1:36) reminds us that Elizabeth was in her sixth month. If we accept March as the month in which Elizabeth conceived, then Mary conceived in September, thus setting the month of the Nativity as June, or maybe July – midsummer in Israel, and a much more likely time for the shepherds to be in the hills rather than in the ‘deep midwinter’ as the carol says.

The truth is, of course, that the Fathers were influenced by pagan observances, though it is hard to determine exactly which ones. 25 March, the supposed date of conception, is related to the sun, as is also the Nativity celebrations, for the rebirth of the sun had been recognised for centuries prior to   the advent of Christianity, and probably for an even longer time the passing of the winter solstice had been a time of festivity and a recognition that the glorious sun was not dead, but actually returning to warm the earth and promote growth once more.
So in the midst of winter, when the first evidence of the lengthening days showed promise of an approaching spring, the festival of Saturnalia and Brumalia were celebrated. Saturnalia, a time of rejoicing and celebration, was held from 17 December to 24 December, and culminated with the feast of Brumalia on 25 December. Bonfires were lit in the fields and extra lights set in the homes to aid the lengthening daylight of the reborn sun and to show a joyous response for his generosity in returning to warm the earth and promote the harvest.

It was the birthday of the Unconquerable Sun or the ‘Day of the Sun’, namely Sunday, that became the Lord’s day; likewise other pagan celebrations and festive occasions were taken over by the Church.
The Romans celebrated the day of the Unconquerable Sun, 25 December, in joyous festivity, releasing prisoners and slaves, granting amnesties, and in general casting off almost every restraint. It is easy to understand why the Church took over this celebration as recognition of the birth of their ‘Unconquerable Son’ (of God).
Does the little girl, holding her doll by the tree on Christmas morning know that for thousands of years, on this same day in ancient Rome, the father of the house gave his child the same customary present? In those pagan times, as part of the worship of the sun, tapers were lit and presents exchanged, and even then, the doll for the girl child was traditional.
Gradually and almost imperceptibly, 25 December came to be recognised as the birthday of Jesus. But not so in many of the Eastern Rite Churches. They chose 6 January and respected this date as the ‘spiritual’ birth which occurred with the ‘physical’ acceptance of Christ’s entry into the world, or rather into the visible kingdom of God. This can be best understood when we compare it with the sacrament of baptism. A Child, while no less a child of God at birth, is officially accepted into the visible kingdom of God at his baptism, and thus begins his Christian life. 
Indeed, 6 January was first accepted by the Armenian Rite and celebrated for the first time in Jerusalem in A.D. 549 in just the same way as they do today.
To Christians, however, who attend church on Christmas morning, the date is not important. It is the event itself they celebrate in the now traditional fashion. Oliver Cromwell, the Lord Protector of England in 1655, and a Puritan, tried his best to eliminate the revelries, claiming them to be of pagan origin and therefore ‘unacceptable to all God-fearing people an abomination to the Church of Christ’. The Puritans took some of these beliefs to the New Americas with them, and for a time the same stringent rules applied there. However, when Charles II was restored to the throne of England in 1660, yuletide feasting soon became customary once again; and it still is.
The heathen origin of Christmas was no doubt tacitly admitted by St Augustine when he wrote: ‘Do not celebrate that solemn day like the heathen on account of the sun, but on account of Him who made the sun’.


A Modern Tale of Three Wise Men

The current fashion seems to be to re-write history to suit any specific occasion. The Bethlehem story lends itself quite well to this technique, for the Wise Men did not really come from the East at all, as we are so often told, but actually from the West.
See them, then, in a different light, travelling towards the star carrying their gifts, and bringing with them as well questionable benefits from a western society.

Here is Caspar, the best business brain from the West, the Managing Director and principal shareholder in Caspar Manufacturing & Retailing Incorporated, producers of consumer goods par excellence. 
He sees unlimited opportunity in the trip. Armed with catalogues, discount lines, and tremendous ambition, he begins his journey under the star’s bright light, pausing every now and again to purchase a site, to recruit staff to handle his exports and to throw the odd party to celebrate the opening of a new store. 
He is particularly happy, for not only can he see the dollars rolling in, but the whole trip is tax deductible and his expense account open to all sorts of wily negotiations and shady deals. 
Unfortunately, his business affairs keep him just a little too long in Damascus and he arrives in Bethlehem to miss the Holy Family, who have taken off for Egypt the day before.
Melchior more or less accompanies him. He is the military genius from the West with his stock of slightly used last-war armaments on sale at a suitable discount price. He decides that the new king might well want to establish some sort of military regime, so he comes with his bargains; a few F111s, rockets and superseded atomic warheads.
The countries through which he travels also have need of some of his hardware, so he holds field days and demonstrations of his arms. His rocketry and air-to air missiles so brighten the sky that he actually loses sight of the special star, so he promptly forgets all about the real purpose of the journey.
Not so Balthazar, of the Advertising and Public Relations firm of Balthazar, Balthazar and Balthazar, and in terminology of the trade, ‘a pretty smart cookie’.
Balthazar, of B.L. as he is known, sees the real magnitude of the event. A star, a New King, and what have you, as ‘living history’. Here is a P.R exercise he can really get his teeth into.  The event has to be handled on the grand scale. This is something for posterity with a capital ‘P’.

So B.L takes along a couple of secretaries, a top-line copywriter, and a copying machine (on contra of course) and sets about producing and distributing press releases to the newsagencies in the towns through which he passes.
Good stuff, too, and popular with the local press.
So colourful and newsworthy is his material, so magnificent his project, that he detours through Egypt, Syria and Lebanon to gain extra coverage, which takes him a couple of extra months...So he misses the Great Event altogether.
So the poor Child never received the Wise Men’s gifts after all.

History, then, is best left alone, with the Wise Men coming from the East. The West, with its commercial know-how, its military capacity, and its slick promotional skills, still seems to miss the real message and more often than not it misses the way to Bethlehem. 

(The Origins of Christmas, Roger Bush)

We are on the way to you…

From the villages and towns,

from the hills and valleys,

with suffering brothers and sisters,

with laughing children,

as builders of peace,

as messengers of justice,

as witnesses to your love,

as members of your Church…

...we are on the way to you.

When we support the weak,

when we pray for the persecuted,

we are on the way to you

When we celebrate your presence,

you are with your people

From a Latin American hymn
Advent








Illuminate our life with a holy star. 


Light our way. Lighten us. 


Get us to look up and live, day by day, way by way. Amen.








Advent





Advent





Advent





Advent





In a world where the crack in the sidewalk has become the Grand Canyon, in a world of swirling stocks and sinking bonds, in a world where our very pensions drive globalization and we know we are a part of a new world order not yet yours, not yet holy, come, gentle Jesus, and free us. Come soon, come quiet, come holy. Come small. Come as silently and powerfully as a gene and reshape our destiny, so that the world might be new, might be Holy, might be like you. Amen.
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This Advent, as we wait to celebrate grace incarnate in our lives, may we be more gracious – more forgiving, more accepting – to everyone we know and meet.
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Child, dear child,


Help me to discover even in the most earnest


and the most severe people


the child asleep in their hearts.


Dom Helder Camara (b.1909)








Jesus, what made you so small?


Love!


Bernard of Clairvaux    (1090-1153)
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Since this holy night


God has been in the world


and the world has been in God.


Odo Casel (1886-1948)
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Since Bethlehem our earth has been changed forever.





Since then, it has borne God’s glory.





Since then, no power has ever been able to tear this earth out of God’s hands





Cardinal Alfred Bengsch (1921-1979)











Lord, we pray for the people who are far from you,


for it is above all for them that you came into the world on that day.


Chiara Lubich (b.1920)








We desire to be able to welcome Jesus at Christmas time,


not in a cold manger of our heart


but in a heart full of love and humility,


in a heart so pure, so immaculate,


so warm with love for one another.





Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997)














PAGE  
1
O come Emmanuel, Christ with us


